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Internet and the World Wide Web

What is the Internet

· World wide connection of computers sharing information

· 2 billion users 

· (December 07)

· No single organization owns or controls the Internet

Connecting to the Internet

· Connect to Internet through Internet Service provider (ISP)- Examples: AOL, AT&T, Verizon 

· Dial-up access

· Digital subscriber line DSL

· Cable Modems

· Fiber Optics (FIOS)
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 Uses modem within computer and standard telephone line
« Easy, inexpensive and slow
« Top speedis 56 Kbps

Digital subscriber line (DSL)

* Higher speed then dial up
« Uses regular copper telephone lines

Cable Model

« High speed through cable television
« 1.5 Mbps (25 times faster than dial-up

Fiber Optics

« uses glass threads (fibers) to transmit data
* Most expensive and tends to be the fastest





The World Wide Web

· World wide collection of electronic documents that have built in hyperlinks to other related documents

· Documents are stored on web servers located around the world

· Started in 1991
A Web site

Uniform Resource Locators (URL):  Unique address for each page on a web site

Example:

http:// www.starfall.com

One or more web pages related to a common theme

First page called Home page

Indicates content and purpose

A Web page

Electronic document written in computer language called HTML (Hypertext Markup Language)

Contains text, graphics, sounds, video

Built in links to other pages and interactive features

Internet addressing

· Domain Name

· www.mecps.org

· Related numeric address (IP Address)

· 198.112.168.223

Web browsers

· Software that allows you to search the web

· Explorer

· Netscape

· Safari

· Mozilla FIREFOX

· Web Browsers provided by Online services

· AOL, Netzero, Verizon

Domain suffixes

Edu – education

Org – non-profit organizations

Gov – government

Com – commercial

Net – networking

Info – information

2 letter extensions for countries


us, uk, ca, …..
Other info.

· Multimedia

· Sound, video, animations and 3D interactive videos

· Streaming media: plays as you access web page

· Often require a plug-in program

· Plug-in Programs

· Software that extents capabilities of your browser

· Can be downloaded from websites

Search engines

· Special websites that allow you to locate information on the WWW

· Google
· Bing
· Yahoo

· Ask

· Locate information using KEY words
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